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CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTERS 


Broadly, CPC's are: 


“CPC” stands for crisis pregnancy center. They also call themselves or may be referred to as 
pregnancy resource centers, women's care centers, or even pregnancy health centers, but we 
mostly call them fake clinics. CPCs are nonprofit organizations that are anti-abortion and offer 
various types of “pregnancy-related services”, like free ultrasounds and pregnancy tests. Most 
notably, they are known to lie to pregnant people and use a variety of shady tactics to stop them 


from aettina abortions. Ese 
As the “crisis” in their name NES, CPCs target OR people who are in a tough spot and | | 


may not know where to turn for the resources, information, and care that they need. 


In Ohio, there are 119 crisis pregnancy centers, spread across metro, suburban, and rural areas. 
According to OPEN, nearly one in seven Ohio women have been to a CPC. Black women and 
low-income women disproportionately attend CPCs.* 


*The research that we are pulling this data from explicitly refers to women and so we are reflecting the 


language used in that report. However, we acknowledge that not only women can get pregnant and aim to 


be inclusive and use gender neutral language when talking about reproductive healthcare. Trans, non-binary, 
and gender non-conforming people who can get pregnant are often unaccounted for or overlooked in this 
type of research, yet we know that they tend to disproportionately face other barriers, obstacles, and stigma | 


in accessing reproductive healthcare. 


CPCs usually market themselves as though 


why we call them fake clinics: 

they’re clinics, but, in fact, they aren't licensed and are 

usually not staffed with any medical professionals. Many fake clinics are run by volunteers without 

formal knowledge or training on healthcare or counseling. Since they are not licensed as healthcare | 

clinics, they aren't subject to HIPAA, meaning that client information isn't required to be | 

0 n more dangerous in our post-Roe environment, where abortion 


confidential. This makes them eve 


and people's pregnancy outcomes may be increasingly criminalized. 


Despite not being legitimate clinics, CPCs are often funded by the state, including in Ohio. In the | 


2021 Ohio state budget, $6 million was given to these fake clinics. 


On top of that state funding, which is pulled from TANF funds (Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families), Ohio's fake clinics also receive funding from “Choose Life” license plates. These speciality 


license plates are available in 32 other states and directly raise funds for CPCs through the extra 


fees paid by the vehicle owner. 


What CrCs do: 


CPCs often use deceptive tactics to lure in pregnant people and prevent them from obtaining an 


abortion. Some of these tactics include: 
> Purposefully locating themselves near actual abortion clinics and repro health clinics to lure 
in patients — as near as right next door, sometimes even in the same building complex! 
o Oftentimes the protestors outside of abortion clinics are organized by the fake clinic 
that neighbors them 
o Some also have mobile “clinics” that they park near actual clinics, like Image Clear 
Ultrasound in Akron 
> Obscuring the fact that they don't provide abortions or abortion referrals 
> Telling people that getting an abortion will increase their risk of breast cancer, depression, 
and infertility — claims that have been proven false 
> Lying about gestational age, claiming a person is farther along in their pregnancy so they 


think it's too late to get an abortion 


> Promoting ads on search engines so their websites pop up when someone searches for an 
abortion in their area 

> Offering free pregnancy tests, but not allowing clients to see the results until they sit 
through stigmatizing anti-abortion rhetoric 

> Promoting “abortion pill reversal” — the claims around “abortion pill reversal” are not 


science-based, do not meet clinical standards, and are outright dangerous and harmful 


er, 


o The only study on “abortion pill reversal” that was conducted in a controlled setting 


with an institutional review board was ended early due to safety concerns for the pa 


participants. Other “studies” on the concept had issues and limitations such as a 4 > https://www.clevelandwomens.clinic/ 

Does not provide abortions 
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unreported safety outcomes. | Onsultation for Free 

PERS on NEN ee ERA See N =) Take contro! of your abortion 


` | | with our clinic are free. Call n 
Fake clinics don't just steer people away from choosing abortion. They may also offer necessary information about 


lack of ethics approval and/or control group, under-reporting of data, and 


decision today. All services 
Ow to learn all the 


your options. 
post-abortion “support groups,” which are advertised as a safe space to meet and talk with others 
who have had an abortion, but are ultimately places that shame people who have had an abortion 
and spread lies about “post-abortion syndrome”, and religiously-affiliated fake clinics have also 
been known to invoke people's faith to make them feel ashamed, regretful, or as if their abortion genie 


negates their religious devotion. 
Ad + https://www.healthforhercleveland.clinic/ 
Does not provide abortions è 


Cleveland Women's Clinic - Schedule 
Your Appointment Now | 
Take control of your abortion decision today. All services 


with our clinic are free. Call now to learn all the 
necessary information about your options. 


3 = ae A 
In a study from OPEN, people who had gone to a fake clinic described other harmful and 


stigmatizing experiences they had: N 
> “Audre viewed the CPC staff as caring more about the baby than about her, the patient. 
Her visit included CPC staff inviting the father to the CPC without her knowledge even 


though he was verbally and physically abusive. Staff pressured Audre to reconcile with the 


father because of the pregnancy, indicating to Audre that they valued the baby above all 
Í 


else. This experience gave Audre a clear demarcation between an abortion clinic where her | 
needs and safety were prioritized and a CPC where they ‘care about nothing but the | 


baby.” | = y 
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> “Natalie identified how the enacted stigmatization by staff sullies the overall interaction: ‘| 


feel like they were trying really hard to make me feel supported, but in the end, whenever | 
left | just felt manipulated. Because before | was like so sure and after leaving | just felt like | 


Q Y) qe / was going to be a bad person for choosing to have an abortion, which I'm not.” 
O/ 
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Since fake clinics receive state funding, that makes them eligible to present in both public and 


private schools under the false pretense of providing “sex ed.” Each school district gets to decide | 


what sex ed curriculum they provide and from whom. So for many middle and high school 

students in Ohio, in lieu of medically accurate comprehensive sex education, they have a CPC staff UP 
member or volunteer give presentations that are focused on abstinence and “purity”. They are on 
required by Ohio law to talk about STIs as well, but often do so in a stigmatizing, fear-mongering | 


way. Any information given to students about STIs, contraception, pregnancy, abortion, or any 


| 
* other sexual and reproductive healthcare topics are not required to be medically accurate under | — TA 
Ohio law. | i : (| O 
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DO NOT COME HERE. Owned by the catholic church. framed online to be an 
abortion clinic, but it is for SURE NOT!!! They bought the space next to 

planned parenthood, and only really offer abortion reversal. Good for 
getting resources if you ... More 
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Alex Tempest 


1 review 


THIS IS NOT A REAL MEDICAL * 4 months ago 


| “decision” is hypocritical, these people are pro-life, the real planned 
parenthood is right next door 


TE 


treatment, go to the Planned 
Columbus, OH 43201. 
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Real resourceS are available: 


We acknowiedes there is a lack of easily accessible, free, comprehensive services and resources 
for pregnant individuals, whether they would like to continue or end their pregnancy, new parents 
and caretakers, and infants and children. Here are a few organizations in Ohio metro areas that 
provide support and care. Please contact Pro-Choice Ohio and we can help find and connect you 


to other resources in your area. 


> > i 
Ag > Counseling hotlines — please note that these phone and text lines may not be available 


at all hours; check their websites for up-to-date information on availability. 


o All-Options (1-888-493-0092) offers toll-free peer counseling and support to \ 
anyone, regardless of age, gender identity, beliefs, or background. They welcome f 
calls at any point during or after a pregnancy, and provide judgement-free support | 


for pregnancy options, abortion, adoption, parenting, pregnancy loss, infertility, or 


other reproductive decisions and experiences. 


o Faith Aloud (1 -888-717-5010) is a program of All-Options. Faith Aloud is a clergy 
counseling line that provides support from trained clergy and religious leaders of 
diverse faith backgrounds. If you'd like to talk about the spiritual or religious aspects 


of your abortion or pregnancy experience, reach out. 


o Connect & Breathe (1-866-647-1 764) creates a safe space to talk about abortion ' 
experiences by offering a talkline staffed by people trained to listen and provide 


unbiased support and encouragement of self-care. Whether abortion has affected 


you or a loved one, yesterday or years ago, Connect 8 Breathe is there to help. 


o M+AHotline (1 -833-246-2632) is a team of clinicians with years of experience in 
Y caring for miscarriage and abortion. They provide free, expert advice on | 
self-managing miscarriage or abortion in a safe and confidential manner. The hotline | 


is accessible by phone and by text. 


o Exhale Pro-Voice (617-749-2048) offers non-judgemental, confidential 
after-abortion support via text message. The free textline offers high-quality 
emotional support, information, and resources for all people after their abortions. 
They are also available to partners, parents, family members, friends, and allies — 
including mental health clinicians, abortion providers, doulas, and others offering 


abortion-related care. 
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Seventh Grade Curriculum (5-day program) N N 


Define and Review the virtue of chastity and the six principles of chastity N 


Chastity. 


Chastity is practicing God's plan for how we live as male and female in relationships. 


Abstinence is important to chastity, but it is only one aspect of the virtue. Since chastity is a virtue that means it is for ev 
person at every stage of life. N 
= Abstinence is important as we discover the vocation God has planned for us 
a Marriage: Free, Total, Faithful, Fruitful 
= Why sex is meant to be within marriage $ $ 
a Priesthood: Celibacy & Sacrifice of self for Church D š : 
a Religious/Consecrated: Celibacy & Sacrifice of self to Christ/prayer as symbol of eternal life 
» Differences between Infatuation, Love, & Use 


Pro-Life: | ee 


= Baby development presentation 
= Story of "Precious Feet" (photo of 10wk baby feet) 
= Fetus models 


Every life has dignity and ought to be protected 
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> Pregnancy and prenatal care x 


o ROOTT: a Black-woman led reproductive justice organization dedicated to | 
addressing the concerns and needs of Black Women and Women of Color 
surrounding maternal and infant health through doula services and training, 
research, education, and consultation. ; 


m roottrj.org/find-a-doula Y EAN en 


o Birthing Beautiful Communities: a Cleveland-based organization that primarily 


supports pregnant people who are at highest risk of infant mortality. They work to \ | 


address the social determinants of health that disproportionately affect Black 
families. They provide labor and lactation support, postpartum overnight care, and 
more. 


m Birthingbeautiful.org / 216-307-1538 


> Baby supplies, support, and more \ 


o Motherful: Motherful supports, empowers, and nurtures single mothers and their \ 


families in Columbus, Ohio by providing resources, community, education, arts, and 
wellness. 


m Motherful.org / @motherful_org 


s . . A PEZ ion? 
o Cradle Cincinnati: Helps connect parents to services like mental health care, baby ae 


supplies, safe sleep education; breastfeeding support, and more. 


m Cradlecincinnati.org / 513-803-4822 


Real 
Abo rhon Clinics. ineedana.com 


o Ohio currently has nine abortion clinics. Three of these clinics only provi 


\ 
medication abortion. You can find a list of Ohio and neighboring state clinics at \ 


prochoiceohio.org/clinics 


Self-managed abortion 


ending a pregnancy under 11 weeks. People having been safely self-managing their 
abortion with pills at home for years. You can find more information on 3 


self-managed abortion with pills at plancpills.org and abortionpillinfo.org 


Pro-Choice Ohio 


ProChoiceOhio.org 
@ProChoiceOH 


